Appendix 10: Economic Impacts of Visitor Spending 
at Freiston Shore RSPB Reserve

This Appendix is entirely comprised of a report undertaken by Ian Dickie of RSPB in January 2005.  

Economic Impacts of Visitor Spending at Freiston Shore RSPB Reserves in 2004

Ian Dickie, June 2005

Freiston Shore, is an RSPB reserve on The Wash in Lincolnshire.  Managed realignment of c.1.75 km of flood defences back to previous banks and a new cross-bank, has created 66ha of intertidal habitat.  The works borrow pit has created a saline lagoon, adding valuable wildlife habitat to a new RSPB reserve.  The reserve now attracts over 50,000 visitors per year, and supports 6 FTE jobs in the local area.

Site Management

The realignment was part of improvements to 8km of flood embankments, with £2.47m of capital and maintenance costs over 50 years.  Realignment was chosen as the appropriate flood defence solution, and the most sustainable option economically and environmentally. 

The RSPB directly employs 1.5 FTE staff in the local area to manage Freiston.  In addition to this, the RSPB spends an average of £40,000 per year on the management of the reserve (eg on reserve maintenance, habitat management, local office rent etc).  Using an average multiplier for RSPB expenditure
, this spending is estimated to support 1.4 FTE local jobs.  In total, the RSPB’s management of Freiston Shore is estimated to support 2.9 FTE jobs in the local area.

Predictions for the Site

The Objective 5b funding bid for Frieston Shore
 included several predictions about the site’s economic impacts.  The bid predicted that the project would deliver a range of social, economic and environmental outputs, including c. 7,000 additional visitors and £57,000 of additional visitor spending per year.

Visitor Spending Estimates

A visitor survey was carried out at Freiston Shore RSPB reserve, in Lincolnshire (‘The Reserve’) during 2003 and 2004.  The survey interviewed 223 respondents, who answered on behalf of the group they were visiting with; representing a total of nearly 490 people.  

The survey included questions about visitors daily spending on; accommodation, fares and petrol, meals and drinks, gifts and souvenirs, and other items.  It also asked about the role that the Reserve played in attracting the visitors to the local area.

The level of visitor spending is estimated based on the following information and assumptions:

· Freiston Shore reserve attracts an estimated 51,300 visitors per year.  

· The survey used a careful sampling strategy, so is assumed to be representative of all visitors to the Reserve.

· Spending by the 59% of visitors who described themselves as ‘living locally’ where not included in the analysis, as it is not additional to the local area.

· The average gross daily spending per person was £8.52 for day trippers and £37.93 for those holidaying in the local area.  

· For the non-local visitors for whom the Reserve was the ‘main reason’ for them being in the local area, 75% of their daily spending is assumed to be additional spending attracted by Freiston Shore.

· For the non-local visitors for whom the Reserve was ‘one of the reasons’ for them being in the local area, 25% of their daily spending is assumed to be additional.

· For 65% of non-local visitors ‘birds and wildlife’ were a major reason for their visit to the area.

Economic Impacts

The economic impact of the visitor spending were calculated using the economic multipliers established by Shiel et al
.  These give the following results: 

· The visitors to the sites spent a total of £436,000 during the day of their visit.  

· Of this £100,000 of spending can be specifically attributed to the presence of the Reserve.  

· As a result of this, the Reserve directly supports, £30,000 of local income, and 2.5 full-time equivalent (FTE) jobs in the local area.  .

· Visitors for whom birds and wildlife where a major reason drawing them to the Boston area spent £283,000, supporting 7.5 FTE jobs, in the local area.

The impacts of the Frieston Shore project have significantly exceeded predictions in terms of additional visitors attracted (10,000’s attracted, compared to 7,000 predicted) and additional visitor spending (£100,000 attracted, versus £57,000 predicted).  

� Shiel, Burton and Rayment (2002) RSPB Reserves and Local Economies. RSPB: 


Spending multiplier (inflated to 2003 prices) £28,940 = 1 Full-time equivalent (FTE) local job.


� ERM (1999) Washbanks Improvement Project. ERM on behalf of Environment Agency. London.





� Shiel, Burton and Rayment (2002) RSPB Reserves and Local Economies. RSPB: 


Employment multiplier £37,143 = 1 Full-time equivalent (FTE) job, Income multiplier £1 = £0.3 of local income, 2003 prices.
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