
Appendix 3: South Lincolnshire RSPB reserves

1. Visitor Data

Table a. Visitors to Freiston Shore Reserve 2008
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Visitor Numbers

Year

Month 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

January

1,927 2,754 3,261 4,063

3,774

4,262 4,149

February 2,988

2,072 3,361 3,075

3,613

3,379 3,356

March 3,523 3,750

3,791

4,390 4,168

4,360 3,564

April

4,509 5,563 5,313 5,774 6,023 5,855 4,471

May

4,224 5,467 7,089 6,108 5,251

4,375

4,989

June

4,710

5,826 5,175

5,587 5,654 4,555 4,495

July

5,196

6,071 6,413

6,023 6,670 4,526 5,020

August

3,525

6,178

7,443

7,375 6,500

6,901 5,248 4,868

September

3,454 5,956

6,500 6,500 5,467 7,192

4,188 4,508

October

3,432 5,748

4,503 4,503 4,749 6,086

4,452

November

2,748 3,243 3,062

3,753 3,041 3,319

3,472

December

2,368 2,940 3,018

2,853 2,809 3,290

2,954

Totals - Calendar Year

51,142 56,029 59,387 57,586 61,941 51,626 39,420

Totals - Financial Year

51,280 57,866 60,502 57,613 62,387 50,694


*** See also Appendix 9: Economic Impacts of Visitor Spending at Freiston Shore RSPB Reserve***

Table b. Visitors to Frampton Marsh Reserve 2008
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Visitor Numbers

Year

Month 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

January

375 395 771 893

984

603 702

February

468 370 868 821

564

714

639

March

644 755 295 919 650 697

674

April

702 572 484 1,149 886 742

1,231

May

457 471 798 1,367

807

489 1,725

June

1,110 430

612

768 1,166

780

501 1,329

July

1,116 448 542 748 1,361

806

614 1,496

August 1,500

688 541 943 1,540

1,149

783 1,692

September

1,588 948

530 530

1,517 779 792 1,528

October

1,162 900 441

441

1,272 701 712

November

795 697 795 893 808 618 687

December

320 687 713 784

1,195

547 598

Totals - Calendar Year

7,444 6,737 8,323 14,008 9,271 7,932 11,016

Totals - Financial Year

7,477 7,151 9,022 13,573 9,087 7,933


*** See also Appendix 10: Economic Potential at Frampton Marsh ***

Notes on above data supplied by John Badley, Site Manager, RSPB Lincolnshire Wash Nature Reserves

The visitor data refers to 'visits'. Cars are counted in and out of each car park by an electromagnetic sensor, so divide the figures by two to see the number of vehicles. We then multiply the data by two to find the number of visits (NB. Not 'Visitors' as many people visit repeatedly). This means we just use the values recorded. Two people per vehicle is quite conservative, studies I've seen at other sites estimate 2.2-2.6 on average. Freiston has two car parks, Frampton one. Historically Freiston has been by far the more popular reserve for visitors.
2. Employment Data
(Supplied by site manager: Data refers to both reserves. Frampton was purchased in 1984, Freiston in 2000).

1984 to 2000 

One warden, often seasonal


2000 to 2002 

One site manager, two project officers


2002 to 2007 

One site manager, two assistant wardens, one part-time field teacher
2007 to 2008 

One site manager, two assistant wardens, two part-time field teachers
2008 to 2009

One site manager, two wardens, two part-time field teachers, one part

time office coordinator

2009             
One site manager, two wardens, one visitor & publicity officer, four part-time field teachers (two still subject to confirmation), one part-time office coordinator
In addition a share of an area manager with two other nature reserves - so a third of another post.
In summary: in 2009 the reserves will deploy 4 FTEs + 6 part time posts
The impacts of the Freiston Shore project have significantly exceeded predictions in terms of additional visitors attracted (10,000’s attracted, compared to 7,000 predicted) and additional visitor spending (£100,000 attracted, versus £57,000 predicted).  
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