Biodiversity Sub-Policy group 10th April 2008
Last meeting 10th Jan
Matters Arising and Actions Completed.
Actions Catherine to find out about HLS - completed
Catherine to forward national info on targeting - completed
Paul – re information on Defra land meeting - completed
Catherine – contact suggested leads for the implementation plan - completed
Catherine – letter to LA’s regarding their duty for the NERC, circulated to Natural Resources Committee – no comments circulated to LBAP’s lots of comments back so looking to redraft it.

Catherine – Go-east rep on the BIG – Catherine to follow up with Alan Bell at the next Anglian Water Biodiversity Panel Group

Catherine – Regional Intelligence Unit at EEDA Glen Athy will have 5/6 team members 

Catherine – Contact Essex regarding Map for auditing need to chase

Implementation plan

Fantastic response to the drafting of the chapters – Paul would like to pass on thanks to authors and specialists.  
The Sub group would like to take up Diane Mills of the woodland trust offer to help in editing the document.

See Paul’s notes regarding the schedule/task for the Implementation Plan. – This took up most of the meeting but we now have a plan!
The Chapters were briefly analysed and other specialists identified and authors will need to start looking for lead organisations and putting specific dates/timescales.
Targets

Got until the 13th June to comment on the regional targets, Steve Scott is concerned about woodland, target groups include, woodland, heathlands, grasses, coastal, wetlands, ponds [new one which EofE does not cover]
The Steering Group agreed to look at this in more detail in the afternoon meeting and it will be put on the Forum Agenda on the 24th April.

SNR

National Trust has been invited to a meeting with the SDRT on the 25th April
HLS response – Catherine – I think I [Lesley] lost the plot on this one maybe you can help fill the gaps please.
Jeremy from HLS 
5 areas of the composite map 

Regional seems to be concerned about the 80/20 split

Orchards keen theme

Weighting favour 

Connectivity – link wicken fen, great fen etc.
Rural weighting schemes close to growth areas with green areas – target areas need 

Should be targeting access as well as looking at the growth areas. Submit an opportunity map for information and make reference to data sets available to the region.
More funding to be spent in the East than the Uplands?
