East of England Biodiversity Forum Meeting

Wicken Fen

17th April 2007 at 13:00pm
Attendees: Will Akast – EA , Scott Perkin, Norfolk LBAP; Alan Wheeler, EERA; Paul Wilkinson, WiT [Chair]; Sarah Hamley, NE;  Mike Drew, Anglian Water; Heather Webb, Beds LBAP; Stuart Warrington, National Trust;  Catherine Wyatt Herts LBAP; Mary Norden, Suffolk LBAP; Gen Broad, Essex Biodiversity Partnership; Lesley Anderson, EEDA; Catherine Weightman,Regional Biodiversity Coordinator
Apologies: Alan Marchant, BTCV, Steve Scott, Forestry Commission; Fabiola Blum, Cambs LBAP and Jim Egan – FWAG. Martin Hicks  LRC representative.
1. Introductions Paul welcomed Will to the meeting representing the Environment Agency.

2. Minutes from the last meeting.
a. Page 1 – none, 
b. Page 2 – Suffolk biodiversity action plans priority review – Suffolk will no longer meet its target to review all SAPs and HAPs as planned as meeting has not happened.– minutes are correct but Suffolk will not be meeting these targets. 
c. Page 3 – devise template – but waiting for National Review – need still there.   Paul has updated work plan to be reviewed at item 5.

d. Page 5 – Catherine added info onto newsletter.

e. AOB – none.
3. Points arising from updates of Forum subgroups 

a. Data Needs project –  (teleconference date set 4th May for the Data Needs sub group to discuss the first draft)
b. Communications Plan – has now simplified the plan into a table format of two pages. Catherine will circulate  Action: Catherine to circulate
c. Business Plan – ready for circulation, but still unsure of budgets from 2008, and now looking at how this then needs to be taken forward Action Catherine to circulate and to be signed off 
d. Funding workshop being run by Sita on 3rd May, and  HLF in July Action all to let Catherine know if want to attend.
e.  LBAPS discussed holding a best practice workshop for LBAP chairs and hosting organisations .  Action; LBAPs to ask partnerships if this is required.  Catherine to organise meeting if it goes a head.
4. Marine presentation by Paul Wilkinson

a. 50% of Britain’s biodiversity is found in the sea.
b. Have a fantastic array of biodiversity from 1cm sea anemone to bottle nose dolphins and basking sharks.

c. Issues – fishing and dredging, littering, oil disasters, and other incidental occurrences.

d. Drivers – OSPAR 1992, World summit on SD 2002, Marine Stewardship Report, Review of Marine Nature conservation 2004, Marine Spatial Planning Pilot and the Marine Bill Consultation Paper, Marine Bill White Paper.

e. Marine Bill White Paper – see Paul’s handout

f. Marine Conservation  UKBAP includes 19 marine habitats and 65 marine species

g. Marine Conservation BAP (local) – promoting public awareness, research, managing and disseminating.

h. Marine Conservation BAP (regional) EN led in NW and SW and the SE have a Marine Programme.  As it is seen there are 3 options for the Forum.

1 Option 1 – Local Action

2 Option 2 – Local Action with regional promotion and coordination

3 Option 3 – Regional BAP

i. Closing comments: - Marine has not been a high priority, now have guidance and examples of regional partnerships.
5. LBAPS will comment individually on the LBAP guidance by 20th April.  Marine Conservation Society Workshop on the 1st June for a small group of about 10/15 people to discuss how to take this forward.  Action: Lesley to give Paul name of MFA contact and for Paul to write and invite MFA to the forum and meeting. Gen volunteered to compile list of questions to circulate to partners on the Marine Bill, to form the basis of response by the Forum. Catherine to send out invitations to the workshop
6. Alan Wheeler explained that there is an Integrated Coastal management sub-group of the SDRT being led by Alex Milden of Coastnet has been tasked with writing a report looking at the implications for an integrated coastal zone management group.
7. Regional Implementation Plan – outcomes of the Wild Ideas workshop – the policy sub group thought there needed to be more work on the opportunity map through a sector and/or habitat view.   Action: Catherine to identify what needs to be done and what can be done by the forum and what needs further work – which Catherine will then circulate for comment.
8. Catherine to circulate Policy Sub-group minutes and put on website.
9. Workplan – was distributed around the table and will be resubmitted to the group with the Minutes Action: Paul/Catherine.
10. SoapBox 
a. Stuart 

1 possible forward planning is required for Lost species due to sea level rise or on species introductions.

2 This could include Mink/deer issues

3 And possibly Invasive species

b. Forum agreed this is potentially two topics whereby the species introductions needs some research and a paper written ready for discussion.  Invasive species would need some further work also but this may already be carried out in local BAPS.  Action: LBAPS to look at their BAPS to see how many times they state “ introduce” or “reintroduce” species and what they are – feedback to Stuart Warrington, and Sarah to see if anyone from NE can give a name as to who is leading on the research of invasive species
11. Climate Change Risk Assessment Workshop.  Matthew Chell the E of England Climate Change Coordinator ran a workshop in February and the CC partnership are currently looking at their Action plan and Catherine to ask if we can help to feed into their plan, which is could take place as a joint CC and Biodiversity workshop on the 5th June.
12. AOB 

a. Defra workshop was run in March to carry out a BAP refresh and how NGOs can influence it. ACTION: Catherine to circulate.

13. Next meeting 18th July  at GO-East and may include the following topics :Water Framework, Health and biodiversity and Catchment Sensitive Farming, HLS,
