Biodiversity Forum Meeting 22nd January 2009.

Go-East Offices, Cambridge

Apologies: Mike Drew [AW], Stuart Warrington [NT], Simon O’Dell [landscape forum], Heather Webb [Bedfordshire LBAP], Diane Millis [Woodland Trust].

Alan Wheeler[EERA], Stuart Warrington [NT]
Present: Steve Scott [FC – Chair], Catherine Weightman [NE], Richard Rafe [NE],  Will Akast [EA], Paul Wilkinson [Wildlife Trusts], Catherine Wyatt [Herts LBAP], Scott Perkins [Norfolk LBAP], Fabiola Blum [Cambs LBAP], Mark Iley [Essex LBAP], Gen Broad [Suffolk LBAP], Lesley Anderson [EEDA], Mary Nordon [RSPB], Martin Hicks [LRCs], Andrew Allen [Wildlife Trusts], Mathew O’Brian [FWAG], Ben Hammond [BTCV].
Item 1 – Matters arising.
JIP: policy subgroup to discuss and action in the near future.

Circulate projects to Jonathan – done.

Website: Action for Richard to get an NE person to update website. £2k from NE has been sent to Wildlife Trusts for the work already carried out to  Dynamic Creative
Biodiversity Information Group BIG – still no progress, but LRCs are working together on wetland habitat inventory work,: With  meeting with EEDA talk about engagement with Regional intelligence Centre and environment /biodiversity data
Mink Control Project: Action: Will Akast will circulate a summary of the project to the forum members, so that LBAPs can see if they want to send letters of support as well looking for opportunities for funding support.

Item 2 - Update from Catherine
Priority ponds status – project officer at NE – National, looking at creation rather than restoration, if partnerships would like to get involved contact Helen Keeble at www.pondconservation.org.uk 
Sita Trust next funding round closes on the 9th Feb – CATHERINE TO CHECK THIS DATE FROM LATEST SITA NEWSLETTER
WREN Panel – Catherine to set a date that combines with the Policy Sub-group meeting to assess the WREN applications and make recommendations to the WREN Board.
Richard Rafe asked a strategic question with regards to whether the current Biodiversity process is efficient and effective – what are the gaps, and the opportunities for Biodiversity in the region.
Item 3 – Core Services

MOA: all to send final comments back to Catherine on the MOA by end of next week [30th January 2009].
Item 4 – Delivery Plan actions to take forward

There are 10 actions that were put down as the Biodiversity Forum to lead on

1.1.1 high priority – to take this forward through policy sub-group. – must be clear on  what the maps are to include.

2.1.1 low priority – National Trust has carried out some research in the East of England, ask Stuart if he has further information. Also look at public opinion surveys, but will look at deferring to start work in 2010.

2.1.2 medium priority but Richard Rafe can contribute to this with some case studies to go on the website which could be quite easy to achieve a quick win.

2.2.5 low priority – defer to 2010

2.2.3 medium priority – Forestry Commission could support this through the newly appointed green infrastructure post.
2.3.3 medium priority – this is on-going work with the SITA and WREN panels recommending projects for funding.
3.3.1 high priority – Will Akast and Catherine have taken this forward

5.1.2 high priority – Norfolk, Suffolk & Essex LBAPs to take this forward with advice sort from CEFAS

6.2.1 [see item 7 below]
6.2.2 medium priority – but need to wait until Sustainability East Co-ordinator comes back from maternity leave. – Also Norfolk as a full time post looking at invasive species and these could be used as lessons learnt later on.
Item 7 – workshop on spatial regional HAP targets [this links with 6.2.1 action of the delivery plan in item 4 above]
This needs a day for the forum members to sit down and look at the different habitats.  Mathew explained that FWAG colleagues have completed some work which may be helpful to this piece of work and he will pass this onto Catherine.  Action: need to set up a meeting to discuss how to take this forward early summer – Catherine to set this up.
AOB

Natural England – Sarah Hamley started to let a contract with Land Use Consultants – looking at the habitats which can be fed into the RSS review and Catherine is looking for any information on habitat work going on in the region. Action: Can everyone have a look at Catherine’s email and email a list of work to either Catherine and / or LUC.
Meeting with EEDA to discuss how EEDA can work to support Biodiversity further Catherine, Steve and Richard to meet with Johnathan Reynolds – Sustainable Development Manager and team to take place on the 17th Feb. Action: Catherine and Steve to put some key messages together to take to this meeting.
Next meeting for Biodiversity Forum – 28th April –need to find location – possibility of Suffolk RSPB.
Will Akast – EA may have small amount £2-3k of funding available for any work the Forum wants to take forward.

Item 6 – Wood Fuels project

Steve gave presentation of the Wood Fuel – Saviour of our ancient woodland.

Meeting closed at 4:10pm.
