Biodiversity Forum Meeting 24th January

Welcome to Diane Mills from the Woodland Trust who has replaced Tony Chadwick.
Attendees: Catherine Weightman - NE, Catherine Wyatt – Herts LBAP, Lesley Anderson - EEDA, Scott Perkin – Norfolk LBAP, Fabiola Blum – Cambridgeshire LBAP, Paul Wilkinson – Wildlife Trust [chair], Sarah Hamley - NE, Diane Mills – Woodland Trust, Simon O’Dell – Landscape Forum, Stuart Warrington - NT, Steve Scott - FC, Heather Webb – Beds LBAP, Genevieve Broad – Essex LBAP, Mike Drew – Anglian Water.

Plus – Gavin Measures - part
Apologies – Alan Wheeler - EERA, Will Akast – EA, Martin Hicks – LRCs rep
Minutes: All correct and actions carried out.
Stuart’s paper on reintroductions - Scott to keep Donna updated and maybe put forward to be presented at the next national LBAP conference, which is likely to be hosted in the East of England.
Secretariat: – NE possibly looking into supplying staff.

Update / E-Newsletter: Catherine W gave a quick overview of these updates. See Catherine’s email dated 22nd January.  Note correction that the RES will be finalised May/June 2008.

Action: Look at following up NERC duty activities – Policy Sub Group to do.

Biodiversity Implementation Plan.

Sarah gave an overview of the paper put together by the Policy Sub-group.
Key Themes/Areas

Habitat fragmentation

Water

People and Wildlife

Coastal

Marine

Data

Monitoring

Question: who is the audience?
Answer: document for regional bodies to be used by the LBAPs to set out regional biodiversity vision

Stuart: If going for an implementation plan make sure it looks at the future positively rather than the threats ie looking at changing name of fragmentation to conservation and linking to other areas etc.

Diane has offered to help with her editorial skills.

3 key questions to be answered a) who is from b) who is it aimed at and c) what are we going to do.

Where is the plan going, how is it getting there, how many copies are required.

Need to look at the heading again for People and Wildlife.

Action: opening paragraph and outline of structure to be rewritten by Catherine and Paul in the next couple of weeks and then volunteers required to come forward to write particular sections.
Workplan

Before next meeting if there are things that should be included let Paul know, but it might be an idea to think less is more.

HLS
National work streams working on this
5 streams one being Biodiversity which is being carried out by the RSPB nationally.  Multi objectives within an area. External stakeholder event on the 4th February in Bury St Edmunds, email came from Alex Nicholls but was limited in its recipients.
For those who do attend the event may want to raise a query regarding weighted points and also about county wildlife sites layers.

Action: Sarah to look into attendance list.
Steve Scott - Forest Commission:

Presentation on the progress of the Woodland Strategy. – see FC publication on the progress report – copies available from Steve or Mike Render.
Gavin Measures – Natural England – Regional Target Workshop.
Targets should be measurable and SMART.
Forum split into two groups to discuss the questions raised by Catherine.

1 .Do we accept the NE disaggregated targets as a minimum

Need to have time to review, and some work is underway.
2. How do we present our regional targets - coastal altogether or split

Whatever happens need to split at the beginning, and if it needs lumping later on then it will be carried out. Eg Grassland and heathland should be put together for the East of England.
3.  Do we have species targets perhaps 10  ideas from list below Dormice, Water Vole, Skylark, Stone Curlew, Silver Studded Blue, Black Hairstreak, arable weed, Norfolk Hawker, White plumed moth, rare brownfield invert from Essex, rare bee, marine baps.

Species are very useful to get public engagement as flagships; 3 sets woodland farmland bird regionalized, butterflies UK sap species, otters for the wetland.
Flagship for each of the major habitat maximum 6 species. Possibly use the watervole as well?

New habitats- open mosaic habitats on previously developed land, rivers, ponds, orchards, and fens as well as a marine/coastal habitat.
4. Should we prioritise our regional targets - if so top 3

5. What do we need to do to adopt good regional targets.

Need to get together as a region with local input to look at the regional targets with the local knowledge so that getting an overview of each of the 5 habitats.
Need to have discussions to discuss the process over the next 12 months and set up a working group for Targets.
Action: Catherine to set up group and look at pulling together a regional workshop.
AOB

Heather hosting next meeting 24th April venue TBA in Bedfordshire.
