The East of England Biodiversity Forum

Gonville Hotel, Cambridge

1:45pm on the 16th October 2008 

Attendees:  Jonathan Price [Go-east], Heather Webb [Beds and Luton LBAP], Gen Broad [Suffolk Biodiversity Partnership, Will Akast [EA], Fabiola Blum [Cambs and Peter LBAP], Alan Wheeler [EERA], Steven Hinchley [EERA] , Diane Millis [WT], Ben Hammond,[BTCV], David Hooton [Deer Initiative], Steve Scott {FC], Mark Iley[Essex Biodiversity Project], Scott Perkins [Norfolk LBAP], Catherine Wyatt [Herts LBAP], Stuart Warrington[NT], Lesley Anderson [EEDA], Jonathan Burney[NE], Catherine Weightman,[EEBF]
Apologies: Sarah Hamley [NE], Matthew O’Brien [FWAG], Michael Drew [AW], Mary Norden [RSPB], Simon O’Dell [Landscape Forum], Martin Hicks [LRC rep]
Item 1

Minutes of the meeting on the 24th July 2008 at Go-East.
Page 1 – Catherine to list NE staff attending the LBAPs – Catherine is working internally with NE staff who sit on the LRC/LBAP Steering Groups to ensure consistency of NE support/messages across the region.
Page 2 – Wetland vision partnership - for large scale projects and the fens has been chosen for the first round for the next 2 years the inaugural meeting will be 18th Dec– Action: Catherine to give update in next update briefing notes.

Item 2
Joint Implementation Plan [JiP] – Jonathan Burney & Jonathan Price gave a presentation giving a background briefing into the JIP and explained that there was an early opportunity to promote biodiversity in the JiP.  Jonathan is looking for a few creative ideas from the forum, but also welcomes ideas to be emailed to him jonathan.burney@Natuarlengland.org.uk 
Jonathan B – set the scene of the Regional Economic Strategy [RES] and the Regional Spatial Strategy [RSS].

Suggestions from the Forum:
LBAPs to send county audits 

Possible themes – generic – Norfolk master planning broader approach – need for housing and green infrastructure to be in a holistic way. 

Raising profile of the Brecks

Wetlands Inventory work.

Programme for Local Record Centre [LRCs]

Planning obligations – for example the GI Roof Tax from Mid Beds – could be of great value as match funding.

To ‘RES and RSS proof’ the Biodiversity Delivery Plan for the JiP and for the Policy Sub-Group team to look at this on behalf the Forum. 

Action: Policy Sub-Group to take the lead on this.
Jonathan asked if any of the BAP habitat targets are reliant on the planning system, the Forum suggested Brownfield Habitats and Heathland.

Action: Catherine to circulate the list with all the existing and new project suggestions, and the list of larger projects to be sent to Jonathan B

The Sustainability consultation is on the EEDA website or click on this link: http://www.eeda.org.uk/files/EoE_ISA_Scoping_Report_03-10-08.pdf 
Item 4
Update from Catherine,

WREN – landfill tax for Cambridgeshire, Peterborough, North Herts, Norfolk and Bedfordshire, it is very similar to SITA but one panel once a year closes end of January 2009 to applications,  forms are available on their Website.  The existing SITA panel from the forum will carry this role on.  .

Website – funding available from EA and NE and creative dynamic [who printed our delivery plan] are putting a cost together to design. There is however a bigger issue is who will be carrying out the administration and there is a need to have a bigger discussion on this.

Action: Catherine to wait for the brief and quote to come and then send around forum.
Item 5

Biodiversity Information Group [BIG] – regional engagement has been difficult and so the last meeting was cancelled.  Catherine is taking this forward with Richard Rafe [now NE line manager].  Steve suggested that RIC [regional intelligence Unit] meeting in December to take this forward.  Lesley to discuss with Johnathan Reynolds, an option is to send a letter from the Chair to all senior partners to take this forward Action: Catherine to do this
Item 6

Biodiversity Delivery Plan – How can the Forum take this forward?  Action: to be discussed at the next Policy Sub Group.

Item 7

MOA – Action: All Forum members - Feed comments back to Catherine on the Memorandum of Agreement.
Item 8 
Indicators for the regions Sustainability Framework which will be out in December and there will be 10 objectives very high level compared to the JiP, thoughts on indicators to Stephen Hinchley.  Action: All Forum Members
Item 9

Criteria for Networking Nature Map - paper from Paul.  Stuart asked the question what would be a good landscape species that do have movement and need linking to other sites and can identify indicator of success.  Steve suggested that this is a very important role for the Forum to take on, but one thing missing is the quality of management work that which is already in existence.
Action: need to add some more points on the management and Catherine and Paul to work at pulling together and an agenda item for the next Policy Sub-Group meeting.
Item 10

Regional Mink Control project.

Will asked if people are aware of the proposal, this has been rumbling around for a few months.  The proposal is to try and produce a project to support the existing Mink Control work. The regional proposal is to look at supporting the existing projects where the shortfall of funding is.  EU life project will cover 4 areas of which one is in the Anglia Region and will be evolved into a future project.  Will is looking for letters of support to the application to SITA funding.  Action: All Forum Members where able.
Item 11
AOB and future soapbox requests

Woodfuel – how are we going to continue to manage woodland sustainably? Action: to be carried forward into the New Year at the next meeting.
Item 12

Forum meeting dates for 2009 and announcement of the new Chair of the Forum
Forum Dates: 22nd January 2009, 28th April (date change), 30th July,
 22nd October
Policy Sub-group next meeting date 27th November 2008
Announcement of the new chair: is Steve Scott [well done Steve].
Steve, thanked Paul for all the work that he has contributed to the Region on Biodiversity over the past six years and on behalf of the Forum, Steve presented Paul with a wooden sphere turned from beech with a bog oak top, material sourced and made from within the Region 

Paul thanked everyone on the forum for their hard work in contributing to the Forum meetings and especially on the work achieved in the last 9 months on the Delivery Plan.

Lesley also would like to thank Sarah for all her support and work with the Forum and to wish her all the best for her forthcoming event and look forward to seeing her on returning after maternity leave.

Meeting Closed at: 16:20
