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Minutes
Present:

Sarah Hamley



English Nature

Mary Nordon



LBAP Suffolk

Lesley Anderson


EEDA

Alan Wheeler



EERA

Scott Perkin



Norfolk Biodiversity Co-ordinator

Fabiola Blum



Cambs & Peterborough Biodiversity Partnership

Catherine Wyatt



Hertfordshire Biodiversity Officer

Tony Chadwick



The Woodland Trust

Steve Scott



Forestry Commission
Catherine Weightman


Regional Biodiversity Co-ordinator

Heather Webb



Beds Biodiversity Partnership
Graham Nunn



Go-East

Martin Hicks



Herts BRC

Simon Odell



East of England Landscape Forum
Apologies:

Rob Lucking



RSPB

Ian Johnson



RDS

Stuart Warrington


National Trust

Richard Handley


Environment Agency
1. Minutes from the last meeting

The Chair informed the Members that all actions arising from the meeting held on 14th February 2006 had been completed, with the following exceptions:

· PW to Chase Sarah Wordingham to consider how the Government Office can take across points raised by the Biodiversity Forum at the last meeting.

The notes were agreed as an accurate record of the last meeting and Paul thanked those for filling in work programme document.

2. Breathing Places – Madeleine Forrester, BBC
Copy of Madeleine’s presentation attached with minutes.
Madeleine outlined the Breathing Places Campaign that will be supported through the Big Lottery Bid, this campaign will be targeted over 3 years and Breathing Spaces is the big umbrella under everything will sit as this is the biggest BBC broadcasting project on Environment and Nature ‘spikes’.  This will include programmes like Spring watch leading onto Autumn watch and other BBC programmes.  The BBC aim to have 50,000 transformed places with one million people involved.  This is to enable the BBC to promote the fact that Nature is under threat, that Nature Conservation needs re-inventing, the BBC’s charter commits it to ‘Building Public Value’ and the BBC believe the audience is ready.  Key Drivers for taking this forward are Kids and being Local.

Madeleine asked that the forum members have any events which they would like publicized to contact her at madeleine.forrester@bbc.co.uk the website is also now available www.bbb.co.uk/breathingplaces 
3rd and 4th June are to see Events taking place all around the UK within the East of England this is to happen at Marston Vale and somewhere in Norfolk where around 10,000 people are encouraged to attend.  Heather is helping to co-ordinate in Beds and is running a nature trail which hopefully will be extended into the Autumn watch.

Action: LBAPS to be sub-regional contacts for Madeleine

              Regional Biodiversity Forum, via Catherine to be conduit for regional steer.
3.   Secretarial Options.

After much debate Steve agreed to go back to the Forestry Commission to see if administrative support could be available for the secretariat of the group.
Action: Steve to report back to Paul 

(Steve has arranged for FC to provide secretariat)

4. Terms of Reference

It was agreed to allow the British Trust Conservation Volunteers to be members of the Forum.

Action: Paul to confirm to Alan Marchant.
However it was agreed that there was a need to look into the introduction of a “3 non attendances and your out” policy or possibility of having “sleeping member” on circulation list.
Action: Paul to amend terms of reference – to state that members must attend at least 2 meetings a year and update.

Action: Catherine to follow up with those who did not attend meeting and have not done so for past 2 or 3 meetings.

(contacted Andy Brown – Anglian Water – various work pressures have prevented his attendance – but still hopes to come)
5. Update from the Co-ordinators meeting

Catherine Weightman reported back from the Co-ordinators meeting, as follows:

Core Services feedback – all posts funded by EN will be required to report on progress – so this can be fed back to Defra.
Targets Review was discussed

Coordinators discussed how their partnerships were set up and working.   

Notes from meeting attached.

6. 2006/07 work plan – priorities for the Region.

Action -Paul to collate comments and circulate.

7. Volunteers for Target Review Sub-group.
(RM,RH,MN,SP,CW,IJ,PW and CW met on the 18th May – CW to collate feedback and submit to Gavin Measures by 23rd May)
8. Feedback from Annual Biodiversity Forum Conference – Catherine Weighman
Nearly 100 delegates, very positive feedback – compilation of feedback forms attached, raised the profile of the Forum and Brownfield sites.
9.
Regional/national meetings – feedback and points to raise

No time for feedback
Regional Landscape Forum –
(CW attended meeting on the 11th May – discussions on the proposal for an Integrated Landscape Strategy.)
SITA
(EoE Panel met 18th May and if the Sita Board take on board the recommendations the remaining money for the EoE will be spent.  There are 2 more years of funding and new applications should be sent to SITA by the 12th Sept.
10.
Networking Nature Conference
(Update to follow – small subgroup to meet 9th June. Richard Handley is leading on this)
11.
AOB  -  2 letters sent to the Forum from the FC asking if anyone wished to put forward their name for the Regional Forestry Group – names to be given to Paul.
Date of next meetings

1st August at RSPB offices – Sandy, Beds 11 -13.00 site visit then meeting to start at 14.00

7th November – Go-East

East of England Biodiversity Forum


9th May 2006


Go-East, Cambridge
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