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1 LBAP updates.  
Gen Broad is moving from Essex to Suffolk LBAP partnership, starting 12th  May.  So interim contact for Essex Biodiversity Project Mark Iley at 01621 862981. 
Donna Radley has been seconded to Plantlife as Grassland Programme Manager and will be working closely with the UK Grassland HAP Group.    David Switzer (based at NE's London office at Ashdown house, and tel 0207 932 2231) has taken over Donna’s role as the local and regional BAP coordinator.  
David Switzer is going to circulate a date that the outstanding MoUs have to be signed by.   
Bedfordshire and Luton, Essex Biodiversity Project and Norfolk biodiversity partnership all produce quarterly updates.  I have not attached these as I know many of you will receive these direct, if you are not on these mailing lists please contact the LBAPs.  Essex biodiversity Project have produced proceeding from their business and biodiversity conference last October.  I will not circulate as it is a large document but I am sure it can be sent on request. 

For the recent Biodiversity News http://www.ukbap.org.uk/library/bn41.pdf
2 LBAP Conference 

St John’s College Cambridge 15th – 17thJuly 2008 

· Day 1, Exchange Fair

· Day 2, ecosystem approach & HAP workshops

· Day 3, business & biodiversity with site visit
The programme has not been finalized and you will be able to book a place by the end of Sept.  Hopefully there will be a good turnout from the region.  If you have any ideas for speakers please let Donna.radley@naturalengland know asap.

3 Funding

The Sita board have decided to run an Enriching Nature 09 programme. There are no details at this stage about level of funding or mechanics but it is likely to work in a similar way
http://www.sitatrust.org.uk/apply/nature/enriching_nature_09
WREN Communities Challenge 2008 (UK) Waste Recycling Environmental Limited (WREN) has announced that its annual Communities Challenge Fund is now open to applications. Organisations and groups are invited to bid for funding of between £75,000 and £250,000 for capital projects which will make a real difference to their community. Projects could include; nature reserves or community woodlands; to be eligible projects need to be within 10 miles of a WREN landfill site. The closing date for applications is the 30th May 2008.http://www.wren.org.uk/how-to-apply/WRG-Challenge
THE TUBNEY CHARITABLE TRUST ANNOUNCES NEW FUNDING STRATEGY

The Trustees have made the decision that over the next three years they will allocate most of the Trust’s remaining uncommitted funds (approximately £26 million) to a small number of large, focused grants.  The Trustees have chosen to close the charity’s open programmes with the deadline for online applications to our current programmes being 5.00pm on 2 June 2008.  Please note that a sum of £1.5 million has been allocated to make grants under the Conservation of the Natural Environment programme for applications received between now and that date.  Unfortunately, due to the limited sum available, with immediate effect, The Trust will no longer consider applications for land acquisition projects.  Following the closure of the open programmes and as of 3 June 2008, the Trust will be awarding grants on an invitation-to-bid basis only. 
Support for the environment will be devoted to organisations and activities that will deliver a long term positive impact on the following areas:

· Enhancement of UK biodiversity through work with land owners on a landscape 

     scale

· Conservation of the marine biodiversity of the UK

· Conservation of uncharismatic UK species

Further information regarding the Trust’s work and the announcement of our funding strategy can be found on our website at www.tubney.org.uk . 
http://www.sitatrust.org.uk/apply/nature/enriching_nature_09
Access to Nature Grant
The launch date has not been confirmed but it is anticipated that the Access to Nature Grant Scheme will open for applications in late April 2008.
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/leisure/grants-funding
4 Researchers identify new 'biodiversity threats' Published: Friday 21 March 2008
In an attempt to spot the next GMO-like controversy before it happens, environmental scientists, policymakers and environmental NGOs have, in a joint 'horizon scanning' exercise, drawn up a list of 25 novel threats and opportunities likely to affect biodiversity in the UK between now and 2050  Other related news:
· Warning over EU's ageing science workforce 

· Summit backs ‘fifth freedom’ for EU scientists 

· EU science awards reward research on happiness 

· Europe to link researchers and students worldwide 

· Member states outline research and innovation priorities 

"Horizon scanning is more and more common in government and business, but we should also be using it to help prioritise scientific research," said professor Bill Sutherland of the University of Cambridge.  Sutherland is the lead author of an 
article 
presenting a list of the 25 most urgent issues expected to affect biodiversity in the future. The list was drawn up on the basis of a joint effort of 35 environmental scientists, policymakers, environmental NGOs and representatives of academia and scientific journalism, who consulted some 452 persons.For each topic identified, the article outlines the associated threats, opportunities and research needs. 

"The exercise shows how 'horizon scanning' could help us foresee issues that have taken scientists and policy makers by surprise in the past, such as the UK public's response to genetically modified crops," said British Ecological Society in a statement.  

The list, published last week in the Journal of Applied Ecology, identifies, among others, the following as the most pressing challenges for biodiversity: nanotechnology, artificial life and biomimetic robots, the impact of geo-engineering the planet to mitigate climate change and the effect of rising demand for biofuels. Other issues include change in demand for food, dramatic changes in freshwater flows, new illnesses and an increase in non-native invasive species due to climate change. Think tanks & Academia 

· British Ecological Society: 
Future novel threats and opportunities facing UK biodiversity identified by horizon scanning 
(Journal of Applied Ecology 2008) 

British Ecological Society press release: 
Spotting the next GM-like controversy before it happens 
(17 March 2008)
5 Forest biodiversity threatened by fragmentation

14.04.2008 - 17:03 CET | By Leigh Phillips
The European Environment Agency has warned EU ministers that growing 'fragmentation' of Europe's forests and increased pressure on forest resources for biomass production is threatening biodiversity.

Addressing an informal meeting of European environment ministers, the executive director of the European Environment Agency (EEA), Professor Jacqueline McGlade, said: "There is an increasing demand on forest resources for biomass production. This contribution to Europe's energy supply need not necessarily conflict with biodiversity or ecosystem conditions. 
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"However, we must ensure that the way we use forest biomass has minimal negative impact on forest biodiversity," she said.

Deforestaion is not a major issue in Europe, Professor McGlade said with Forest areas having increased in most member states from 1990 to 2005.

But, referring to preliminary analysis carried out by the EEA, the professor noted that "forests are suffering from fragmentation into smaller 'patches'. Such changes often go unnoticed, but they can have very significant impacts."

For example, she said, the beech forests of southern Germany are really a mosaic of beech trees, cherry trees and other species, that rely on a succession cycle stretching over hundreds of hectares, that can take three to five hundred years to complete. Losing any part of the cycle through fragmentation into smaller patches, means that the mosaic cannot be completed and animal and plant species are lost or put at risk. 

Across Europe, 20-30 percent of forest cover has been found to be on the threshold of maintaining several forest bird and mammal species. An increased demand for forest biomass may also increase the use of European forests, she said.
EU ministers also focused on the issues of forests and biofuels at their meeting. Some called for expert investigation into the potential negative impacts of biofuels on biodiversity.
Slovene environment minister Janez Podobnik said that in order to establish sustainability criteria for biofuels, an intensive expert discussion is being held at the level of the ad hoc working group of the Council. 

"It is our wish for the criteria to be precise, universal and provable, while they should not exclude competitiveness," said the minister, who is currently chairing the EU environment council. 
6 The region currently has 94,071 ha (76.95%) of its SSSIs in either favourable or recovering condition, an improvement of 1,008 ha compared with one year ago.

7 LBAP reporting and BARS

The latest phase of BARS development has now been completed and is available on the live BARS site (www.ukbap-reporting.org.uk). This development includes a new look homepage as well as a number of new features and reports, many of which have been developed as a result of feedback from BARS users. 
 

Further details on many of these developments can be found on a BARS user update which can be downloaded from BARS from the following address :https://www.ukbap-reporting.org.uk/uploaded/files/Bars%20User%20update%20April%202008.doc
8 Progress on Regional Biodiversity implementation Plan

The first draft has been written and this will go out to wider consultation in June.  The timescale for the completion of this document is October 08.
9 Regional Targets Workshop

A provisional date has been set for a target workshop to respond to the suggested disaggregated National Targets.  The regions have been asked to respond by the 13th June.  It is still unclear exactly how we are being requested to respond and guidance will be given.
10 Future events 
 8th May Sita PAP 
6th June provisional Biodiversity Targets workshop
 LBAP Conference – 15 – 17th July 2008, St John’s College Cambridge 

Policy subgroup 22nd July 10 -12.30 at Ham Lane, Peterborough
Next Forum meetings 24th July and 16th Oct 
 

