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1 LBAP updates.  
Bedfordshire and Luton – Partners are working with Heather in the production of the funding strategy and the BAP review.

Cambridge shire and Peterborough.   Various projects have been supported through it’s project fund. For example a pilot programme linking schools with farms, aiming at science teachers to take their A –level students to Biology field study trips to working arable farms. The teachers were taken on a pre-study tour of the farm their school was paired up with. Following on from that, students from 6 schools returned to their farm to carry out field assessment work focussed on local Biodiversity Action Plan habitats such as hedgerows, arable margins, ditches and plant and insect species. 

Within Fenland District, the Middle Level Otter Recovery project started building artificial otter holts to attract otters back to the fens, in this case the partnership fund was adding value to a SITA Trust landfill grant. Huntingdonshire Flora and Fauna Society received a grant to produce two grassland publications to celebrate their 60th Anniversary. In Peterborough, the partnership supported a first survey assessment of brownfield sites and their value for creepy-crawlies – so that the best sites for biodiversity can be protected from development. A Chalk River Enhancement project at the RSPB Fowlmere Nature Reserve restored and stabilised 100m of channel bank at the river Shep in South Cambridgeshire. 

Essex – the post of Essex LBAP is now advertised and Mark Iley is covering the post until the post is filled

 Norfolk -The final version of the Norfolk Local Area Agreement has incorporated two indicators dealing with biodiversity. The first indicator, NI 197, is a national indicator which assesses the proportion of local sites in “positive conservation management”. This indicator has been included in the top 35 indicators to be addressed by the LAA, and should help to raise the profile of CWS and RIGS significantly

The second indicator deals with ecological networks, and has been included as one of the LAA’s local indicators. 

Non-Native Species: Considerable progress has been made in developing and seeking support for the Norfolk Non-Native Species Initiative. Funding has now been secured from the Broads Authority, the Water Management Alliance, the Environment Agency, Norfolk County Council and Natural England. The process of recruiting a Non-Native Species Co-ordinator through StudentForce is currently underway, and it is planned that the successful candidate will begin in September 2008
Suffolk – Gen is sending out updates of the Suffolk LBAP partnership, if you want to be added to this mailing please contact Gen - 
2 LBAP Conference 

There is going to be good representation from the region of speakers and delegates.  Shaun Thomas, NE Regional Director and Paul Wilkinson are chairing days.

Speakers from the region include Heather Webb, Stuart Warrington, Tim Pankhurst, Plantlife, Cliff Carson – Middle Level Commissioners, Andy Brown and Paul Burall from EEDA. Also thanks must be said to Fabiola for producing a regional biodiversity Quiz for the delegates.  
. 
3 Results of the East of England Region Enriching Nature Applications considered by the SITA Trust Board on 18.06.08

	Project/Applicant
	Result
	Comments/further actions

	Wood Pasture Creation at Reynolds Wood

The Woodland Trust 
	Supported to £20,000
	As per PAP conditions 

	Chalk Grassland Biodiversity: Dukes versus Blues Phase 2

The Wildlife Trust BCNP 
	Supported to £49,284
	As per PAP conditions 

	Conserving the Grey Carpet in the Brecks

Butterfly Conservation 
	Supported to £38,070
	As per PAP conditions 

	Fordham Hall Estate - Re-establishing Diverse Lowland Meadows

The Woodland Trust 
	Supported to £67,462


	

	Second Life for Ponds

Froglife 
	Supported to £47,878
	

	Lowland Meadow Restoration & Recreation -Sinfield Nature Conservation Trust
	Deferred until Enriching Nature 09 
	


The Sita  Enriching Nature 09 programme is now open for applications.  I know of several organizations thinking of applying, so would advise if you are thinking of applying for Sita do not leave it to the later funding rounds as I think the money may be spent. http://www.sitatrust.org.uk/apply/nature/enriching_nature_09
4 IEEM - I attended a day conference in June and this report may be of interest,  ‘The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity (TEEB) report’. This is a 'Stern style' report looking at the value of ecosystem services and biodiversity. The full report is available to download from the IEEM website homepage http://www.ieem.net (under News).
5. The new delivery framework is still in draft format. 

· It is designed to strengthen the existing LBAP and regional partnerships.     

· to focus and enable delivery and reporting on BAP targets 

· to  lead and guide landscape scale working through the region through the identification of landscape scale areas of opportunity for biodiversity

· to better inform green infrastructure by identifying where maintaining or enhancing biodiversity is a regional priority that could be delivered through growth 

· to better inform work in Natural England’s spatial project areas by identifying where maintaining or enhancing biodiversity is a regional priority

· to ensure LBAPs and LRCs are working to agreed reporting criteria and methods to give regional consistence. This is a national issue that has so far failed to be addressed. 

· to target Natural England’s LBAP–link staff input into the BAP process to ensure that NE led BAP habitats gain support from NE staff while other habitats are supported by other organisations.  
6 Progress on Regional Biodiversity implementation Plan – The Consultation deadline is the 18th July.  So far there has been a good response and positive feedback from regional partners.  I can foresee some difficulty in trying to limit the number of actions for each challenge area.  But at the moment the document is still on track to be launched in October.
7 Funding for updating wetland habitat inventories –Natural England National team has awarded the region funding to update the Fens, Reedbed and Coastal and Floodplain Grazing Marsh Inventory.  This work is really needed as some data being used is over 20 years old on these habitats.  
8 Teleconferencing – I just wanted to mention how easy it is to set up a Teleconference.  NE is developing it’s green travel policy and encouraging staff to teleconference if appropriate.  I know there are often issues people would like to discuss but hesitant to do so because it often involves setting up a meeting.  So if anyone has issues regarding the work of the Biodiversity Forum that could be discussed by teleconference please let me know. 
.9 Coordinating NE internal BAP work/HLS – It is still the intention of NE to set up a regional BAP project to help deliver NE BAP work.  I am the regional target coordinator for NE on biodiversity and it is very linked to delivery of BAP target through HLS and ELS.  At the moment it is a new way of reporting and regions have to understand how NE reporting system is going to work.  But the development of the HLS target maps will hopefully be very good for BAP habitat delivery.
10 Future events - Policy subgroup 22nd July 10 -12.30 at Ham Lane, Peterborough Next Forum meeting 16th Oct. and potential launch date for the Regional Biodiversity Implementation Plan.
 

